1,2-Benzothiazines similar to the title compound, C 18 H 18 N 2 O 4 S, are well known in the literature for their biological activities and are used as medicines in the treatment of inflammation and rheumatoid arthritis. The thiazine ring adopts a distorted half-chair conformation. The enolic H atom is involved in an intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond, forming a six-membered ring. In the crystal, molecules arrange themselves into centrosymmetric dimers by means of pairs of weak intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
For the synthesis of related molecules, see: Siddiqui et al. (2007) ; Zia-ur-Rehman et al. (2005) . For the biological activity of 1,2-benzothiazine-1,1-dioxides, see: Turck et al. (1996) ; Ziaur-Rehman et al. (2006 , 2009 . For related structures, see: Golič & Leban (1987) . For the pharmacological background to 1,2-benzothiazine-3-carboxamide 1,1-dioxide derivatives, see Gennari et al. (1994) ; Bihovsky et al. (2004) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Bruker-Nonius CCD camera ongoniostat diffractometer Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). et al., 1996) , considerable attention has been given to 1,2-benzothiazine 1,1-dioxides and their precursor intermediates (Golič & Leban, 1987) . Some of the 1,2-benzothiazines are also known as potent calpain I inhibitors (Bihovsky et al., 2004) , while benzothiaine-3-yl-quinazolin-4-ones showed marked activity against Bacillus subtilis (Zia-ur-Rehman et al., 2006) . 1,2-Benzothiazines are also found to be used for the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis, ankylosing spondylitis, osteoarthrosis and other inflammatory rheumatic and non-rheumatic processes, including onsets and traumatologic lesions (Gennari et al., 1994) . As part of a research program synthesizing various bioactive benzothiazines (Siddiqui et al., 2007 , Zia-ur-Rehman et al., 2005 , 2006 , 2009 , we herein report the crystal structure of the title compound (Scheme and figure 1). The thiazine ring, involving two double bonds, exhibits a distorted half-chair conformation. The enolic hydrogen on O1 is involved in intramolecular hydrogen bonding giving rise to a sixmembered hydrogen bond ring (Table 1 ). The molecules form centrosymmetric dimers through intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds.
Experimental
A mixture of methyl 4-hydroxy-2-methyl-2H-1,2-benzothiazine-3-carboxylate-1,1-dioxide (2.693 g; 10.0 mmoles), 3,4-dimethyl aniline (1.818 g; 15.0 mmoles) and xylene (25.0 ml) was refluxed under nitrogen atmosphere in a Soxhlet apparatus having Linde type 4Å molecular sieves. Three fourth of the xylene was then distilled off and the remaining contents were allowed to stand overnight at room temperature. Settled solids were filtered off, washed with diethyl ether and crystallized from ethanol. Yield: 79.5%.
Refinement
All hydrogen atoms were identified in the difference map and subsequently fixed in ideal positions and treated as riding on their parent atoms. In the case of the methyl and hydroxyl H atoms the torsion angles were refined. The following distances were used: C methyl -H 0.98 Å; C aromatic -H 0.95 Å; O-H 0.84 Å. U(H) was set to 1.2Ueq of the parent atoms or 1.5Ueq for methyl groups.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with displacement ellipsoids at the 50% probability level.
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